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The northwestern-most outpost of Indo-Aryan, wedged in between Iranian and Tibetan languages in the mountainous Hindu Kush region, has been subject to a great deal of discussion and controversy. A term that in the past was applied collectively to these 30+ linguistic varieties – often with vague and shifting reference – is “Dardic”. Although few modern-day specialists hold on to this legacy term, it continues to be used by less diligent scholars or writers, while the derivation “Dardistan” recently has been reassigned a role in an ongoing assertion of indigenous rights in the region. In this talk I hope to present a nuanced and empirically based picture of the many Indo-Aryan linguistic communities at home in a largely contiguous zone covering northeastern Afghanistan, the mountainous north of Pakistan and adjacent areas under Indian control. This will be done from a descriptive as well as a typological perspective, illustrating both shared properties, areality and great diversity. The data and analysis displayed are the results of nearly 30 years of scholarly work, including longer stretches of fieldwork, collaborative data collection, corpus building and quantitative applications.
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Bio note: Henrik Liljegren is a professor in General Linguistics at Stockholm University, specialized in language documentation and description. His main interests are areal typology, language contact and the languages of the Greater Hindu Kush. Many of those languages are lesser-described, endangered and under-resourced. He has carried out fieldwork in individual languages of the region as well as conducted areal-typological research by means of collaborative methods. His grammar of Palula is one of only a handful of comprehensive grammatical descriptions of Indo-Aryan languages spoken in the region. Apart from research per se, he has been engaged in language maintenance efforts, orthography design and in advising and coaching local communities in language documentation. He is one of the co-founders of the Forum for Language Initiatives (FLI), a resource and educational centre for language communities in Pakistan’s mountainous North.
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